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16-17 Opinion Writing Rubric First Grade 
Score 

  
Statement of Purpose Development Language and Elaboration of Evidence  

Conventions 
(L.2a-e) 

Statement of 
Purpose/Focus 

(W.2) 

Organization  
(W.2) 

Elaboration of Evidence 
(W.2, RI.1, RI.2) 

Language and Vocabulary 
(L.1b, L.1c, L.1j, L.6) 

 
 
 
 
 

4 

● Responds skillfully 
with all statements 
related to the prompt 

● States an opinion that 
demonstrates an 
insightful 
understanding of 
topic/text 

● Introduces the topic and 
states a strong opinion 

● Supplies multiple 
reasons to support the 
opinion 

● Provides a concluding 
statement  

● Uses linking word(s) to 
connect opinion and 
reasons 

● Includes an opinion and 
supports the opinion with 
clear reasons 
 

● Uses verb tenses and plural nouns correctly, including irregular 
forms 

● Produces, expands, and rearranges simple and compound sentences 
● Use sophisticated words and phrases acquired through 

conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, 
including using frequently occurring conjunctions (because, and). 

● Capitalizes correctly and consistently with no errors: 
first word in a sentence, “I,” proper nouns and titles 

● Uses commas, apostrophes, and end punctuation 
correctly all the time 

● Applies conventional sound/spelling patterns and 
irregular sight words 

 
 
 
 

3 

●  Responds with all 
statements related to 
the prompt 

● States an opinion that 
demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
topic/text 

● Introduces the topic and 
states a clear opinion 

● Supplies a reason to 
support the opinion 

● Provides some sense of 
closure 

 

● Includes an opinion and 
provides reasons that 
connect to the topic 

● Uses singular and plural nouns with correctly matching verbs 
● Produces correct simple and compound sentences.  
● Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and 

being to, and responding to texts, including basic use of 
conjunctions (because, and). 

● Capitalizes correctly and consistently with a minor 
error: first word in a sentence, “I,” proper nouns, and 
titles 

● Uses commas in a series and with an conjunction, 
apostrophes and end punctuation correctly 

● Applies conventional sound/spelling for words with 
common spelling patterns and frequently occurring 
irregular words 
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● Responds with most 
statements related to 
the prompt 

● States an opinion that 
demonstrates limited 
understanding of the 
topic/text 

● Introduces the topic and 
states an unclear 
opinion 

● Supplies a reason that 
does not support the 
opinion 

● Attempts some sense of 
closure 

● States unclear main topic, 
or details do not show clear 
connection 

● Uses some singular and plural nouns with correctly matching verbs 
● Produces mostly correct simple and/or compound sentences 
● Uses few words and phrases acquired through conversations, 

reading and being read to, and responding to texts with limited use 
of conjunctions.  

● Capitalizes correctly and consistently with some errors: 
first word in a sentence, “I,” proper nouns and titles 

● Uses commas, apostrophes, and end punctuation 
correctly some of the time 

● Applies conventional sound/spelling for most 
consonant and short-vowel sounds 

 
 

1 

● Responds with little 
or no statements 
related to the prompt 

● Does not state an 
opinion and/or 
demonstrates little to 
no understanding of 
topic/text 

● Does not introduce the 
topic and/or opinion is 
missing 

● Does not supply a 
reason 

● Does not provide a 
sense of closure 

● Does not include a main 
topic 

● Uses few to no facts or 
reasons 
 

● Uses few singular and plural nouns with correctly matching verbs 
● Produces mostly incorrect simple and/or compound sentences 
● Does not attempt to use words and phrases acquired through 

conversations, reading and being read to, and does not use 
conjunctions.  

● Capitalizes incorrectly with many errors  
● Uses commas, apostrophes, and end punctuation 

incorrectly or not at all 
● Applies little to no sound/spelling correspondence of 

consonants and short vowels 
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Stand (Domain) Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade 

Writing 1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, 
and writing to compose opinion pieces in 
which they tell a reader the topic or the name 
of the book they are writing about and state 
an opinion or preferences about the topic or 
book (e.g., My favorite book is…). 

1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book 
they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and 
provide some sense of closure 

1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic 
or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply 
reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., 
because, and also) to connect opinion and reasons, and 
provide a concluding statement or section. 

Reading 
Informational 

1. With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text. 

1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, 
when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of 
key details in a text. 

Language 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. c. Form regular plural nouns orally by 
adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). f. 
Produce and expand complete sentences in shared 
language activities. 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. c. Use singular and plural nouns with 
matching verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We hop). J. Produce and 
expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, 
imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to prompts. 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. c. 
Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). f. 
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and 
compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; 
The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was 
watched by the little boy). 

Language 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. a. Capitalize the first word 
in a sentence and the pronoun I. b. Recognize and 
name end punctuation. c. Write a letter or letters 
for most consonant and short-vowel sounds 
(phonemes). d. Spell simple words phonetically, 
drawing on knowledge of sound-letter 
relationships. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. a. Capitalize dates 
and names of people. b. Use end punctuation for sentences. c. d. Use 
conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for 
frequently occurring irregular words. d. e. Spell untaught words 
phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and 
geographic names. b. Use commas in greetings and 
closings of letters. c. Use an apostrophe to form 
contractions and frequently occurring possessives. d. 
Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words 
(e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil). e. Consult reference 
materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to 
check and correct spellings. 
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