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This is an example of a performance task. This is not the winter, 2015 assessment for grade 3. 
 

3rd SAMPLE Grade ELA Performance Task 
 
 

Directions: Please respond to the prompt below in writing. You may use your graphic organizer to inform your writing. You may take notes on this 
paper, but you should write your entire response on the lined paper provided by your teacher.  
 
 
Writing Prompt 
 
School Lunch Task: Your class has been learning about changes to the school lunch menu. The cafeteria staff must decide if they should follow the 
government guidelines for healthy school lunches, or if they should allow the school and parents to decide what goes into lunch.  The school values 
your opinion, so they have asked you to research the topic and write an opinion essay stating your point of view. As part of your research, you have 
uncovered 2 articles that give information about both sides of the topic. Read the sources carefully so you will have the information you will need to 
complete your research.  
  

Be Sure To: 
Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections 
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic 
Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because) 
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic 
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented 
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Sources for Performance Task:  
 
Source #1- You have found a source describing the type of changes that lawmakers would like to make to school lunches.  

 
School Lunch Menu Changes are Hot Topic 

 
WASHINGTON - Lawmakers are arguing about school lunches. They can't agree on how much money to spend on kids’ lunch. They also can't agree 
on what kind of foods should be in school lunches. Some children can get free or low-price school lunches during the school year. Lawmakers must 
soon decide on spending plans for school lunches. Agreeing on what to do will be hard. 
 
Toss In More Fruits and Vegetables 

Some say new rules in school lunches are best for kids. Now, schools must give more fruits and vegetables, whole-wheat products and low-
salt foods. Some people say school should serve healthy food because some kids don’t get healthy food at home. Many families don’t have enough 
money to buy healthy food.  People say that eating healthy food in school helps kids do better in class. 

Other people don’t like the new school lunch rules. Many people worry that the school lunch program costs too much. They fear it will soon 
cost even more. Some people also say it’s a mistake to make schools offer food that many students don't want to eat. Some believe say more food 
will be thrown out. They also say fewer students will eat the meals. Lawmakers say schools that can't afford to serve healthier school lunches should 
not have to. The one thing everyone can agree on is that all kids should be healthy. 
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Source #2- This article describes the pros and cons of government choosing students’ food.   

 
Pro/Con: What Should Students Have for Lunch? 

  
PRO [Agree]: Putting healthier food on students' lunch trays 

America has a weight problem.  1 in 3 American children are overweight. Leaders have new rules for healthy school meals. They recommend 
meals with less fat and salt, and more fruit, vegetables and whole grains. Most parents would agree these are good goals. The government sets the 
rules for school lunches. Most school systems are working with the rules. Nine out of every 10 schools meet the new rules. Studies show most kids 
now like the new, healthier choices. 

Sometimes kids stay away from healthy food, but they can learn to like it. Schools that made the changes slowly found students more ready to 
accept them. It has been good for the kids, good for learning and good for our country. Every parent and school should support healthy foods in 
school. 
 
CON [Disagree]: Keep government out of the school cafeteria 

Parents must be allowed to decide what’s best for their children. Some people think our government knows better than parents. New school 
meal rules ignore parents. Many people do not agree with the rules. 

The new meal rules try to decide everything about school meals. They say what goes in the meal and meal sizes. Our government claims that 
parents need help feeding their kids healthy food. Some believe parents can’t make sure their kids eat healthy food at school. Of course, parents can’t 
know every single thing that their children eat at school. But parents can teach their children how to make healthy choices in the lunch line. Parents 
should have a say in what is in school meals. And students don’t like the food given to them. The meal rules aren’t fit for our kids. They need to be 
stopped. 
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4-point Opinion Writing Rubric Grade 3 

 
Score 

Statement of Purpose/Focus and Organization Development: Language and Elaboration of Evidence  
Conventions 
L.2 a-f 

Statement of Purpose/Focus 
RI.1, W.1a, W.1b 

Organization 
W.1c, W.1d 

Elaboration of Evidence 
RI.7, W.8 

Language and Vocabulary 
L.4a-c, L.6 
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The response is fully sustained and 
consistently and purposefully 
focused: 
•   opinion is clearly stated, 

and strongly maintained 
•   opinion is communicated 

clearly within the context 

The response has a clear and 
effective organizational structure 
creating unity and completeness: 
•   effective, consistent use of a 

variety of transitional strategies 
•   logical progression of ideas 

from beginning to end 
•   effective introduction and 

conclusion for audience and 
purpose 

The response provides thorough 
and convincing support/evidence 
for the controlling idea or main 
idea that includes the effective 
use of sources, facts, and details 
•   use of evidence from 

sources is smoothly 
integrated, comprehensive, 
and relevant 

•   effective use of a variety 
of elaborative techniques 

The response clearly and 
effectively expresses ideas, 
using precise language: 
• use of academic and domain-

specific vocabulary is clearly 
appropriate for the audience and 
purpose 

The response demonstrates a 
strong command of conventions: 
•   few, if any, errors in usage 

and sentence formation 
•   effective and consistent use 

of punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling 
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The response is adequately 
sustained and generally focused: 
• opinion is clear and for the 

most part maintained, though 
some loosely related material 
may be present 

• context provided for the claim 
is adequate 

The response has an recognizable 
organizational structure, though there 
may be minor flaws and some ideas 
may be loosely connected: 
•   adequate use of 

transitional strategies with 
some variety 

•   adequate progression of ideas 
from beginning to end 

•   adequate introduction 
and conclusion 

The response provides 
adequate support/evidence for 
the writer’s opinion that 
includes the use of sources, 
facts, and details. 
•   some evidence from sources 

is integrated, though citations 
may be general or imprecise 

•   adequate use of 
some elaborative 
techniques 

The response adequately 
expresses ideas, employing a mix 
of precise with more general 
language 
• use of domain-specific 

vocabulary is generally 
appropriate for the audience and 
purpose 

The response demonstrates an 
adequate command of 
conventions: 
•   some errors in usage and 

sentence formation are 
present, but no systematic 
pattern of errors is displayed 

•   adequate use of 
punctuation, capitalization, 
and spelling 

 

 
 
 
 

2 

The response is somewhat 
sustained with some extraneous 
material or a minor drift in focus: 
• may be clearly focused on 

the opinion but is 
insufficiently sustained 

• opinion on the issue may 
be unclear and unfocused 

The response has an inconsistent 
organizational structure, and flaws 
are evident: 
•   inconsistent use of 

transitional strategies with 
little variety 

•   uneven progression of ideas 
from beginning to end 

•   conclusion and introduction, 
if present, are weak 

The response provides uneven, 
cursory support/evidence for the 
writer’s opinion that includes 
partial or uneven use of sources, 
facts, and details: 
•   evidence from sources is 

weakly integrated, and 
citations, if present, are 
uneven 

•   weak or uneven use 
of elaborative 
techniques 

The response expresses ideas 
unevenly, using simplistic 
language: 
•  use of domain-specific 

vocabulary that may at times be 
inappropriate for the audience 
and purpose 

The response demonstrates a 
partial command of conventions: 
•   frequent errors in usage 

may obscure meaning 
•   inconsistent use of 

punctuation, capitalization, 
and spelling 
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The response may be related to the 
topic but may provide little or no 
focus: 
• may be very brief 
• may have a major drift 
• opinion may be confusing 

or ambiguous 

The response has little or no 
discernible organizational structure: 
•   few or no transitional strategies 

are evident 
•   frequent extraneous ideas 

may intrude 

The response provides minimal 
support/evidence for the 
controlling idea or main idea that 
includes little or no use of 
sources, facts, and details: 
•   use of evidence from 

sources is minimal, absent, 
in error, or irrelevant 

The response expression of 
ideas is vague, lacks clarity, or is 
confusing: 
•  uses limited language or 

domain- specific vocabulary 
•  may have little sense of 

audience and purpose 

The response demonstrates a 
lack of command of conventions: 
•   errors are frequent and severe 

and meaning is often obscured 

0 A response gets no credit if it provides no evidence of the ability to (fill in with any key language from the intended target). 
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